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SUBJECT:  Morocco-Algeria:  MNLLites Lities and 4
Likely Outcome of Nostiliti

The military balance between Morocco and Algenia
favors Algeria. Its military establisbment is svpexiowe
Lto that of Morocco bhecause it has more combal aiverall
and battar equipped ground forces. Over the lonyg haul
its forces would be expected Lo win a conventional wawr,
In such a war, the Algerians probably are capable of .
taking and holding texritory from Moroccan forcas.
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Neilther side, however, has the logistical capability ol
to sustain major combat operations in the bordex area § =
with Spanish Sahara for more than a few weeks. Both
sides are likely to rasort to raids, ambushes, and othex A
_ hit-~and-run tactics. Such tactics place a premium on '
X mobility and timely intelligence, asscts which the ,

Algerians with their larger air force and bettex aquipped : }
army are more likely to be able to bring to bear during t _ 5
the course ol combat. ' _

Ground TFoxces o ' :

Algexia's 60,000 man ground force is about the
same size as that of Morocco, but the Algerians are ’ b
better equipped with tanks,.artillexry, and axmored person-

‘ rel carriers. 'The Algerians also are generally better
e Ctrained. ‘They would be expected to fare well with theix A
superior mobility and firepower coupled with superior o
air support. ' L
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dryoblhie damocdi ol Laishonrdon Qi Llic: Aqurihnu

are curmrently onbtmuhoened, allhuurh ‘oyey Lhe pas

several wecks, they hove hoen reinforcing their /1 Q00
6,0()0 mari :Em.c*e hased noear Pindonf.  Thoe Mo oucan‘ ‘
have had some 12,000 to L5, 000 men, padnicelly infanley,
in gouthern Moroweo since Laslt yeaw, These forces ave
eguippoed with some Ulllllc1yy armor, and ate delense
gus and shoulder-fired missiles, |

These steps might enable Morocco Lo achioyve édome
initial successes against tle Algerian forces in the
arca providing the Moroccans did not have to conlend

1mulfanoourly with signtflicant Spanilsh forces,
rho Algerians could penctrate clsewhere along thedilr
long common bhorder--in the norlth for example--and cmploy
their air . force Lo locate mnd attack Moxroccan Ln(ls,
supply Llines, and command centers,

e ®

-Alx Torces

Properly omp1oyod, the Algerian air force could
play a decisive wole in Limiting Moroccan army attacks
and supporting Algerian ground opcerations., Algexia hag
about 200 Soviet-built light bombers, fighter-bombers,

and Fighters, many of which could be brought to bca( t

quickly, although operations in the twi-border are

wou'ld be hawmpered by the lack of alxficlds. Moroccan
air power is limited about 20 US~built ¥-5s and
another 20 or so French-built Fouga Magister jet trainers
Only about half of these ailrxcrafit could be mustered f01
combalt missions at one time,.however, becausce of.
maintenance pJthemc and a shortage of qualified aix
Crews.

Algeria's air force is so much larger than Moxocco
thalt it could simultaneously provide ground support and
launch attacks to at least neutralize and probably
destroy Moroccun air power. Although Morocco's air
defenses would be expected to destroy some AJgorLan

aircraft, Morocco has neither an adequate number norx
suffxewontly modern air defense weapon:. to effectively
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defond dte auny ox ollber paditary and clyvilion Lorge Lo,
Algarin's alr delmsa syatem, on the otbel hand, Ls in
welativaely good condiltion and should e able Lo counler
any thwaealt lron the Moroccans.

Haval Forces

Neither navy would be expectaed to make a major con-
tribulion to their countey's war cffort, ‘he Algerian
navy has more ships, including nissile boats, and thoey
are in better shape than those of Morocaco, ‘
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[ Mecjox Ttews OF guipment P
o | Moxpoueo - Algeria ‘ |
By o . i
o Medium Panks | 55 400 L
k : K . P
Armored Personnel. Cauvricr 90 57% Do

Field Artillery 175
Air Defense Arxtillery 80
‘Light Bombers 0

Jet Fighters A0 200

fihese Figures ave wvounded cstimates of each
country's znvan/orJ and ave Licted to tllustrate the
relative diffevences between the holdings of the ﬁwo
sides. The actual number of cach ttem available :
in operational units would be less, but the rv!almvp
diffevences would still wetgh heavily in Algeria's
Sfavor,
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